Laser bronchoscopy, indications and possible complications.
Laser bronchoscopy can be a very effective way to relieve the agony associated with the sensation of asphyxia due to central airway obstruction. In selected patients and when performed by skilled hands the results can indeed be dramatic. The procedure is not curative in the case of malignant central airway obstruction since only the endotracheal or endobronchial portion of the tumor can be treated. It can be curative in a selected group of patients with primarily benign conditions. There can be complications that could be fatal. One must always weigh the risks involved.